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It was needful for me t 
write unto you, and exhort 
you, that you ſhould contend 

for the Faith which was 
once delivered tothe Saints. 


=| HE great concernment of Faith 
in Religion will admit no diſ- 
pute. He that cometh to God,muſt 


— a Rewarder of them that diligently 
| ſeek Him: and without this it , impoſſible to 
pleaſe Him. There can be no ſuch Thing as 
Religion without a Perſuaſion that there is 
a Supreme Being, the Ruler of the World, 
whoſe Providence manageth the Affairs there- 
of, who taketh Notice of Mens Behaviour, 
A 2 and 


Heb. xi. 


believe that He is, and that He is © 
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and will render to all according to their 


Works. 


Tus Doctrines of Chriſtianity are mani- 
feſtly deſigned, and have the moſt direct ten- 
dency to promote true Religion, ſolid Vir- 
tue, the Perfection of the Human Nature, by 
an imitation of the Divine. The ſteady Be- 
lief of theſe hath the beſt Influence on the 
Minds and Manners of Men; is moſt effectu- 
al to repair the Ruins of the Fall, and reſtore 
the Image of our Maker. The Son of Gop 
came into the World to ſave us from our Sins, 
To bleſs us, in turning away every one of us from 
his Iniquities. And the Grace of God that bring- 
eth Salvation, bath appeared to all Men, teach- 
ing ws, that denying ungodlineſs, and werldly 
Lufts,we ſhould live ſoberly rigbteouſiy and godly in 
this preſent world. The Hiſtory of the Goſpel was 
writen to confirm the Truth of the Do- 
Arine CuR ISH taught, that it was indeed a 
Revelation from Gop, and ſo to bring Men 
to believe that Jesvs was the Cuxisr, the Son 
of God, and to regard Salvation by Him: 
Theſe Things are writen, that ye might believe 


that Feſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, and that 


believing ye might have life through bis Name. 
Tus Apoſtles being commiſſion'd by Jesvs 
Curis rt publiſh'd his Goſpel, and made it 
their Buſineſs to proſelyte Men to this Faith, 
and, as they found 1 it neediul, to confirm 'em 
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in the Profeſſion of it, recommending and 
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inforcing a ſteady Adherence to the hold - 


ing faſt and contending for it, in Oppoſition 
to every Thing that wou'd ſeduce them from 


the ways of Truth, and betray them to make 
Shipwrack of their Faith, and put away a 


good Conſcience. The Miniſters of the Chri- 


ſtian Church are concern'd, in Imitation of 
the Apoſtles, to promote Mens Conſtancy in 
the true Religion. Miniſters and People are 
oblig'd to comply with this Exhortation, and 


* earneſtly contend for the Faith onoe delivered to the 


Saints. 
Warar I have in view is, 


i I, Tur conſidering the Thing to be con- 


_ tended for, The Faith once delivered to the 
Saints, 


F 


II. Tus Nature of that Conteſt we are ex- 


horted to. 


; III. To make ſome Remarks on the Abuſes 
; of ſuch Exhortations, and to take Notice 


of ſome Miſtakes which Chriſtians have 
been, and are guilty of, concerning both 
that Faith and Religion they are to con- 
tend for, aud the Methods of contend- 


ing. 
IV. To 


ASERMON 


IV. To offer ſome Arguments to inforce a 


Compliance with this Exhortation. 


I. W nar that Faith is we are to contend 
for, The Faith once delivered to the Saints, the 
Doctrines which CHRIST and his Apoſtles 
taught the World, and are plainly declared 
to us, as neceſſary to be believ'd, in the 
Goſpel, containing the Hiſtory of the 
Life of Jesus Cuxisr, and in the Aci and 
Writings of his Apoſtles. The Sum of that 
Faith once delivered to the Saints, once for all, 
ſo as to admit of no Alteration, no Addition 
of any Thing neceſſary to Salvation; the Sum 
of that Faith the Apoſtle exhorteth tocontend * 
for, which we are elſewhere exhorted to hold © 
faſt, to ſtrive together for, ſeems to be, The 
Being and Providence of Gop; that Jesvs * 


Cunisr is the only begotten Son of Gop, 


propheſied of, and promiſed to be the Savi- 
our of the World; that the Terms of Recon- 
ciliation with Gop, of Pardon and Eternal 


Salvation, are compriſed in that Revelation 
of his Will made to the World by JESUS 


CHRIST. This we are to contend for, and 
cc 


% thoſe Fundamental Articles of our Reli- 


gion, and whatever cannot be denyed with- 1 
out manifeſt Contradiction to theſe. 
This is chat Faith, St. Jude exhorteth us to 
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Con- 
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whatever is neceſſarily connected with 
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# contend for, as is evident from the Character 
given of thoſe Seducers, and their Princi- 
ples, in Oppoſition to which he thought it 
needful to exhort Chriſtians to this Con- 


only Lord God, and our Lord Feſus Chriſt. This 
is that Faith we are to contend for, and ne- 
ver ſuffer to be wreſted from us by any Pre- 
* tences, or Temptations whatſoever. 

MixisrERS are not to embrace, or teach 
People for Doctrines the Traditions of «Men, 
or the Creeds and Decrees, the Confeſſions 
and Articles of Synods and Convocations, of 
general Aſſemblies, or more general Councils, 
as Parts of Faith, farther than they are ma- 
nifeſtly declared ſo in the ſacred Scriptures, 
All Opinions and Dodtrines inconſiſtent with 
, them, all Opinions inconſiſtent with the eſ- 
7 ſential Perfections of Gop, deſtructive to the 
2 Deſign of Chriſtianity, releaſing Men from 
the duties of Morality, and the Obligations 
to the Virtues of a good Life, contrary to 
any Part of our Religion, which hath recei- 
ad ved a manifeſt Divine Confirmation, are to 
th E rejected. Whatever is not contained in 


li- the Bible, is no Part of the Chriſtian Faith. 
h- Whatever is contrary thereto, muſt be diſ- 
2 claimed. | 

to Bor they who receive and embrace, and 


7 teſt. They were Ungodly Men turning the Jude 
Frace of God into Laſciviouſneſs, and denying the Ver. 4. 
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they who impoſe and teach the Doctrine 
of any Church, not manifeſtly contained in 
the Scriptures, as neceſſary Parts of Faith, | 
and Terms of Church Communion, what- 
ever pretence to Infallibility, whatever enor- 
- mous Claim they make to I know not what 
abſolute or meer Authority, are juſtly chargea- * 
ble, the one with the Crime of being re- 
moved to, the other that of preaching ano- *' 
ther Goſpel, beſides that preached by the A- 
poſtles of Cuxisr. Such had need conſider * 
how they may eſcape the eAnathema de- 
nounced even againft an Angel from Hea- | 
ven, cou'd he be guilty of. the Crime. The | 
making any Thing a neceſſary Part of Faith, 
which Cuxisr hath not made fo, is, if I fait 


not, a perverting the Goſpel, and preaching a- 


nother, beſides what Jzsvs Curisr preached, 
or commiſſioned his Apoſtles to preach. The 
Bible 1s our Religion, ought to be the Rule 


of Faith to all Chriſtians, is pretended to be 
ſo to all Proteſtants. Tho' an Apoſtle, or an 
Angel from Heaven, ſhould preach another 


Goſpel, we are not to receive it. We are 


forbid to call any Man Maſter on Earth , 1 
blindly to follow his Conduct in Matters re- 


lating to our eternal Salvation. We deny In- 
fallibilicy and abſolute Authority to all and 


every Society and Aſſembly of Men, ho- 


learned and pious ſoever: our Underſtand- 
ings 


\ 
by 
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ings are not to be reſfign'd to their Guidance, 


nor their Deciſions to be receiv'd without 


Examination. 


W profeſs to be aſſur d, that no Man 
may lord it over our Faith: cliat the Coun- 


cils of Nice, Ariminum, and Trent, Were In- 
fallible alike: that the Synod of Hort, the A(- 


ſembly at Weſtminſter; and an Engliſi Convo- 
cation, have equal Authority in Matters of 


Faith; that is, none at all to bind the 


- Conſciences of others. 


To contend for the Faith therefore, is not 
to contend for the Deciſions, the Gloſſes, the 
Interpretations of Men; but the plain Truttis 


of the Goſpel ; not the Compoſitions of fal- 


lible Bodies of Men, and the Faith delivered 
by, but the Faith once delivered to the Saints, 


II. I am to enquire ints the Nature of 


that Conteſt we are here exhorted to. 


1. As it concerneth Chriſtians in ge- 
neral. 


2. As the Exhortation may more parti- 


cularly concern the Miniſters of the Chri- 
ſtian Church. 


1. As to the former, in ordet to repre- 


ſent the true import of this Conteſt we are 


exhorted to, I would crave leave to obſerve, 
that the Chriſtian Religion is manifeſtly 
defigrt'd; and hath the moſt obvious ten- 


B dency 
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cy, to conciliate Mens Affections, to ſooti 
and calm the furious Paſſions of human Na- 
ture, to change the Diſpoſitions of the fiercer 
Part of Mankind, to compoſe the jaring 
Temper and Actions of Men to Harmony ' 
and Agreement, to. promote an univerſal 
Peace, and preſerve an entire Freedom from 
Oppreſſion and Violence. A bitter and per- 
ſecuting Spirit is always repreſented as moſt 
oppoſite to the Genius of Chriſtianity, The 
Laws and Precepts, the Motives and Argu- 
ments of the Goſpel, the Conduct and Ex- 
ample of our Bleſſed Lord, diſcountenance 
all Fierceneſs and Cruelty, Bitterneſs and 
Wrath; Strife and Variance. All are. calcu- 
lated for rendering Men more gentle and 
Luke ix. Placable, more mild and beneficent. The Sow 
56. of God came not to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to 

ſave them; to do good to Mens Souls and Bo- 

dies, not to injure them in any kind. He 

hath given us an eminent Example of Af- 

fabilicy and Meekneſs, of Patience and For- 
John xii, bearance. Love is the proper Character, and 
35. diſtinguiſhing Badge of a Chriſtian, We are 
Eph. iv, commanded to put away all Bitterneſs, and 
31, 32. Wrath, and Anger, and Clamour, and Ewvil- 

ſpeaking, and all Malice; to be kind one to an- 

other, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, &C. 
Rom. xij, tO live, as far as poſſible, peaceably with all Men. 
18, We are told, that the Wrath of Man worketh 
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not to beget or improve, but rather to 
© hinder in ourſelves and others, that Faith 
* by which we are righteons before Go p.“ 
In the former Verſe we are exhorted to 


be ſlow to Wrath, or Contention about the 
Truth; flow to Wrath even in our Conteſt 


for it. The Servant of a meck Maſter uf 
not ſtrive, but be gentle to all Men, apt to 
teach, patient, in «Meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that 
oppoſe themſelves to the Goſpel, We are 
told, that the Wiſdom which is from above, is 
Fri pure, then peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be en- 
treated, full of Mercy and good Fruits. 
Nov, when I conſider theſe Things, and 
that the Life of a Chriſtian is repreſented un- 
der the Image of a Warfare, is only a ſpiritual 
one, and the Weapons and Armor uſeful there. 
in not carnal; I am abundantly aſſur'd, that 
when J am exhorted to an earneſt contend- 
ing for the Faith, I am not exhorted to a bit- 
ter Zealand Strife, the great Cauſes of Confuſi- 


on and Tumult; to angry Diſputes, to unchari- 
table Cenſures, to Detraction and Calumny to Rail- 


ing and Reviling; to eſtabliſh any Faith on the 
Ruins of Charity,and advance the peaceful Re- 
ligion of Jesus by any Methods of Violence, 
Injuſtice, or Inhumanity. Chriſtians are con- 
cern'd for the Direction of their Conduct 
in this Matter, to conſider they are the Ser. 

B 2 vants 
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vants of the Gop of Peace; Miniſters are to 
_ conſider, that they are the Meſſengers of the 
Goſpel of Peace; and all are oblig'd to walk ' 


worthy of the Vocation wherewith they are called, 

endea wouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bend of Peace. And whatever Thoughts, and 
Conceits about this Matter, may be entertain'd 
by the wild Sons of a blind Zeal, the 


contending for the Faith, the Religion of J x-' 


s vs Car1srT, muſt ſignify ſomething quite 
different from a diſturbing the World, and 
invading the Rights of Mankind. | 


TuERETORE, if I miſtake not, the Con- 


teſt recommended importeth, as i concern 
eth Chriſtians in general, a conſtant, reſolute 
adhering to the Proſeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
in Oppoſition to all the Temptations to part 
with, and recede from it, againſt all thoſe 
Perſons and Things which are apt to ſhake 
our Conſtancy and fright us from our Duty, 
ſeduce, allure, or betray us to a cowardly 
Deſerting, or ſneaking Concealment of our 
Faith, or to a Practice inconſiſtent with it; 
and the patient bearing all the Evils and In- 
conveni.ncies, which the ſteady Profeſſion of 
it may expoſe us tO. 

I Am not recommending the Steadineſs of 
ignorant Men, who-profeſs, who adhere to, 
who contend for their Faith, becauſe it is the 
Religion of . Country, à Legacy be- 

; | ray q 
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do be mov'd from the Faith by the artful In- 
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Conſtancy of a Man, who hath conſide- 


red the Reaſons of embracing his Religi- 
on, and underſtands the Motives which 
® juſtify his Conſtancy. Accordingly are we 
2 exhorted, to prove all Things, and bold faft 
? that which is good. It is requir'd of us, to 
z ſtrive together for the Faith : to hold fa# the 


\ Profeſſion of our Faith without wa vering: to 
put on the Armour of God, that we may withſtand 


4 


4 


; 


the Adverſaries of our Souls in the evil Day of 
Trial and Temptation. To ftrive and con- 
tend in the Chriſtian Warfare imports co 
fuffer and bear, not to recede from, not 
co ſhake Hands with our Religion: that we 
do not abandon it upon any Conſideration 
whatſoever: that we do not ſuffer ourſelves 


finuations of confident Deceivers; to be entic'd 


by the Proſpect of worldly Honours, Riches, 
or Nene to be betray'd by the Cuſtom 


and 


— 
13 
4 queath'd to them by their Anceſtors : they 
happily follow their Fathers, as they, did 
F theirs: they have taken up their Opinions 
upon wrong Meaſures, and can give no to- 
lerable Account of their embracing a Reli- 
gion, in the Choice of which Reaſon hath 
had nothing to do. The Steadineſs of ſuch 
Z Men is but Obſtinacy. But that reſolute Ad- 
T hering to the Faith, which is virtuous and 
2 commendable, muſt be the Reſolution and 
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Death 3 wor Height of Honour, nor Depth of | 


and Faſhion of an evil Age: that no Flat- 
tery nor Inſinuation of Friends, no Reproach # 
nor Scorn of Enemies, no Regard to the Au- 
thority of Superiours, no Veneration for Bo- 
dies of learned and good Men, nor Eccleſiaſti- | 
cal Cenſures, nor Civil Penalties prevail with 7 


us to make Shipwrack of our Faith: that neither Þ. 


Principalities, nor Powers perſecuting for the 
Caufe of Gop and Religion; nor Life, r 


Infamy, ſeparate as from the Love of God which 
is in Chrift Feſus. To contend for the Faith is, 
to maintain and abide by it-in Oppoſition to | 


theſe; and tho? with the Hazard and Loſs of 


all that is dear to us in this preſent World, 
Houſes and Lands, Father and « Mother, Wife © 
and Children. This is meant by loving Chrift * 
more than thoſe, or hating them for bis Sake, 
the prefering our Virtue to our Intereſt, uur 
Religion to the Concernments of Life; and 
the abandoning all that is dear to us, wen 
we can't keep it and our Religion too; which 
Conſtancy is neceſſary to our being worthy 
of CuRISsT, and ſuch Diſciples as He will 
own and approve at the laſt Day. 

THxr1s in general. But, 

2. War that Conteſt for the Faith is, 
in which the Miniſters of the Chriſtian 


Church are particularly concern d. 
WON 


— — 


preached al at E X O N. 


1 1) Ir denotes the diligent teaching and re- 
j Kare it to others, and confirming em 
; in che profeſſion of it. I do not mean, that this is 
> Fa Conteſt for the Faith, which only Miniſters 

have Authority to meddle with: I know no 

Reaſon why Chriſtians may not perſuade, 
Zadvilſe, direct, warn, reprove, and confirm 
Jone another in the profeſſion of the Faith; 
and do what ſervice they can to the Cauſe of 
Cuntsr. It is the duty of Chriſtians to pro- 
vo be one another to love and good works: to ex- 
Hort one another daily, leſt any be hardened thro 
the deceitfulneſ: of Sin. And there needs no 
particular Commiſſion to authoriſe men ſo to 
do. However, the Miniſters of the Chriſtian 
fe Church, who are peculiarly dedicated to the 
E E of promoting Mens Salvation, and whoſe 
© Office it is to ſerve the intereſts of Canisr's 
7 ingdom, are eſpecially obliged to great cars 
6 and diligence in teaching, and recommend- 


3 Men in the n of it. And this ſup- 
poſeth, 
1.) A competent underſtanding the Rule 
of Faith; and in order thereunto, an impar- 
tial and unwearied Diligence in our ſearch 
and enquiry after Truth; a very careful ſtu- 


dying the Sacred Scriptures; and an unpre- 


2 jadiced examining the Grounds and Reaſons 
of our Aſſent. 


7 I r 


Zing the Chriſtian Faith, and confirming 
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ly to collect the Opinions of other Men, or 


Ir becomes not a Teacher of others to take 
Things upon Truſt, upon none, or a very 
Partial Examination. We muſt not ſee with | 
other Mens Eyes, underftand with their Un- 
derſtandings, believe with their Faith, or 
ſuffer ourſelves to be wrought up to a Perſua- 
ſion of Things meerly by the general Re- 
ception of them. Our Buſineſs is not meer- 


acquaint ourſelves with what have been the 
Doctrines of former Ages, and have the 
Stamp of venerable Antiquity on them; 
what Articles have the Sanction of Authori- 
ty, Civil or Eccleſiaſtic, being eſtabliſhed by } 
Councils, or confirmed by humane Laws. 
Theſe being not the juſt Methods to create 
a rational Belief, nor proper Evidences to 
engage a wiſe Perſuaſion; a Man had even 
as good caſt a Die for his Opinions, as take 
them up by Meaſures of this Sort. * 
Tut Reaſons and Grounds of Things ought } 
to be ſtrictly examin'd: great Care ufed > 
to free our Minds from all Prepoſſeſſions, and 
Prejudices of every Kind; from Paſſion and 
Humour, from the Awe of Authority, and the | 

wndue Influence of great Names; ſrom a too 

great Veneration for Antiquity, and a Fond- 
neſs for Novelty ; from the Influence of In- 

tereſt, and Fear of Inconveniences ; from | 

Pride and Vanity on the one Hand, and a 

falſe | 
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4 Falſe Modeſty, and dread of popular Odium, 
on the other; from every Thing which may 
biaſs our Judgment, and incline to any O- 
T pinions without Regard to the juſt Meaſures 
Jof Probability. 

Tus Reaſons and Arguments which prove 
the Chriſtian Revelation to be from Gov, 
JT muſt be carefully ſtudied, if we will eſtabliſh 
our own Aſſent, and gain the Perſuaſion of 
others. The Scriptures themſelves muſt be 
carefully ſtudied, that we may know the 
Doctrine contain'd in them, and not be led 
into Miſtakes by the Interpretations of others, 
and by a blind Submiſſion to the Doctrines 
of any Church, or to the Dictates of any 
Bodies of Men, how pious, how learned ſo- 
ever; lince they are tallible, Men of like 
= Paſſions and Frailties, and ſubject to the ſame 
Prepoſſeſſions and Prejudices, we are. 
Jo recommend Diligence in this Inqui- 
ty, I might, had I not mention'd it already, 
urge the Conſideratidh, of how much Impor- 


® tance it is, that we do not teach for Articles 


of Faith, Things which the Goſpel hath not 
made ſuch. Therefore, I will only obſerve, 
that the Methods which have been taken 
to cloud and obſcure Truth, to render the 
very Scriptures intricate and uncertain ; the 
Regard Men have been taught to have tcr 
Authority, and their being ſecure in the re- 

C ception 
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ception of Opinions 1 by Antiquity ; 1 
a Veneration for Doctrines, becauſe they 
have been generally held ſacred, and the 
very Attempt to enquire into the Reaſons 
on which Orthodox Opinions are built, being 
accounted a Step towards Infidelity; theſe L 
Things have render'd this Part of our Work 
more difficult, and made more Diligence | 
neceſſary to an impartial and ſucceſsful In- 
quiry. 

Ax p let me add, that I cannot help | 
thinking, that to the Neglect of this Dili- 
gence and Impartiality in ſtudy ing the ſa- © 
cred Scriptures, and examining the Reaſons of 
Things, hath been, and till is owing, the enter- 
taining of Doctrines, and embracing of Ar- 
ticles, inconſiſtent with the Deſign, defeating 
the Efficacy of, and diſhonourable to our 
common Chriſtianicy, contraditory to the 
eſſential Perfections of the Deity, and de- . 
ſtructive to all true Religion; the belief of 
Impoſſibilities, and Contradictions, which Tir- 
tullian indeed faith, it was neceſſary Chriſtia- 
nity ſhou'd be diſgraced with the Belief of. 

A ſtrict Search and Inquiry after Truth, 
the being at Pains to examine impartiallß 
the Grounds of Things, in order to gain a 
competent Underſtanding of the Rule of Faith, 
and apprehend what the Scrip:urcs really 
declare unto us, is neceſſary; 3 becauſe of our 


Con- 
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Concern to teach and recommend the Faith 
to others, and engage thoſe eſpecially un- 
der our Care and Inſpection to a ſteady Pro- 
feſſion of it, 

2.) Tuts Teaching, and Recommending 
the Faith to others, requires our giving them 
clear and frequent Inſtructions: that we ſhun 
not to declare to them the whole Counſel of God: 
that we exbort them in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon: 
that we take every Opportunity to inform 


neous, perſuade and beſeech the Reluctant and 
Unwilling,reprove the Vicious,convinceGain- 
faiers, and uſe all the Abilicies we are Maſters 
of to confirm Men in Religion, and ingage 
em to hold faſt the Profe ſſion of their Faith. 
What Diligence is neceſſary hereunto! Who 
is ſufficient for theſe Things? What Induſtry 
 *F doth it require to inform Mens Underſtand- 
ings of what they are to believe? to con- 
Vince them of the Reality of what we preach, 
z as the Truths of the Goſpel? to inculcate 
them on their Minds, recall them to their 
Remembrance, and make them ſenſible what 
Influence the Goſpel ought to have on their 
Hearts and Lives? And therefore what manner 
* of Perſons ought we to be in all boly Converſati- 
on and Godlineſ:? More particularly: 
Tus Neceſſity of Diligence in this Part of 
our Conteſt is obvious, if we conſider, That, 
C 2 Firſt, 


and direct the Ignorant, to reclaim the Erro- 
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Firſt, 'Wuar we teach ought to be en- - | 
forced with clear and convincing Arguments, 
Men are not obliged to believe on our bare | 
Word, tho' we ſhould call ourſelves authori- 
tative Interpreters of Scripture... It is not rea- | 
ſonable our Hearers ſhould receive our Do- 


ctrines, meerly becauſe we are Teachers; and 


reverence our dictates of the Doctrines of Gon, 
whether we prove them ſuch or not, only 
becauſe of the Character we are inveſted 


with, 


Secondly, Tu great Ignorance among many | 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity makes the more Di- 


ligence neceſſary in this Part of our Conteſt, 


Some are ignorant of the great Doarines of 
Chriſtianity, others of the Reaſons on 
which they are grounded, and many labour 
under fatal Errors, and dangerous Miſtakes. I 1 
need not ſay, how needful it is, Men ſhould | 


be taught the great Doctrines of Chriſtianity, 


and that they ſhould have clear Apprehenſi- 1 


ons of the Reaſons which gain their Aſſent. 
Such are requilite to a confirmed Faith; and 
from the Want of them, it comes to pals, 
the Faith of Chriſtians is often ſo weak, ſo 


eaſily ſhaken, and {o ine ffectual to produce : 


an uniform and ſteady Courſe of Virtue. 
+ Is we give ourſelves leave to conſider, how 
apt a great many are to deceive themſelves ; 


how fond of Principles leſſening the Obliga- 
tions 
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tions; how much prejudiced againſt the Life 


and Eſſence of all true Religion; how ſloath- 
ful and negligent in thole Matters of the 
laſt Importance ; and how indiſpos'd for re- 
ceiving Truths inconſiſtent wich their Inte- 
reſt, or expoſing them to any Hazard, or at- 
tended with any Loſs, or Reproach, or Di- 


3 ſturbance in the gratifying their Paſſions and 
Appetites; how prone to embrace, and how 


tenacious of Errors, calculated for pleaſing 


r Þ corrupt Nature: we can ſcarce imagine that 
any Diligence in inſtructing can be too much; 
that our Exhortations can be too frequent, 
7 our Perſuaſions too earneſt, our Concern too 


ſolicitous, our Care too great, to lead Men 


in the Ways of Religion, and confirm their 
2 ſteady adherence to the Faith once delivered 
to the Saints. 


(2.) SxIII and Ability to vindicate the Faith 
againſt its Adverſaries ought not to be want- 
ing in thoſe, who are Paſtors of the Chriſti- 


an Church. 


Ir is indeed requiſite, that all Chriſtians 
Mould in ſome good Meaſure underſtand 
the 


tions to an holy Life; with what Reluctan- 
cy Men practice, according to what they be- 
lieve; how glad they are of any Pretence to 
excuſe themſelves from that obedient Pra- 
Z &ice, which is the End of Faith; how back- 
ward to believe what croſſeth their Inclina- 


P —— — — 2 — - - 
4.0" _—— - > — — 
2 4 


—_— 2 _ lg . C———_ ww - — — > ——_— — — 


22 


© — 


"AStnmon 


the Grounds and Reaſons of their Belief. | 

T do not mean that all Chriſtians are ob- E 
liged to be able Diſputants, to anfwer all | 
the ſubtile Cavils and intricate Argumenta- 
tions of artful Men; but to be able to anſwer * 
fo every one, that acketb them 4 Reaſon of thi © 
Hope that is in them. They are concerned 
to underſtand ſome good Reaſons for their | 
Religion, that they may not be a Prey to 
Every crafty Seducer : that they may not be | 
carried about by every Wind of Doctrine, by the | 


ſlight of Men and cunning Craftineſs of thoſe, who' 


lie in Wait to deceive; and in a Time of Tri- 
al deſert that Faith, they cannot in any Mea- 
ſure defend. Men will hardly venture to 
be Loſers for che Sake of Opinions, the 
Truth of which they are not well aſſured of. 
Or if ſuch Men adhere to their Prefeſſion, 
againſt the Inſinuations and Sophiftry of Se- 
ducers, and Violence of Temprations ; their 
Stedfaſtneſs will be accounted rather the Ef- 
fe of an obſtinate Temper, than of a wiſe * 
and well grounded Firmneſs of Mind. 

Bur thoſe eſpecially, who are to be 
Guides and Helps to others, ought to be ſoli- 
Citous to capacitate themſelves for a skilful 
Vindication of the Faith. They are more 
immediately concern'd to appear againſt thoſe 
who oppoſe the Goſpel, and who diligently 
uſe all their Wit to undermine the Founda- 

tion 


! 
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tion on which it ſtands, Miniſters are con- 

» Fcern'd to be skilful in Defending the Faith, 

leſt chey diſgrace it, and tempt Men to be- 

„ lieve Ignorance its only Prop, whilſt they 


„ are at a Loſs for Arguments to ſupport it. 


We may glory in this: Our Religion 


* vill bear the Teſt of the ſtricteſt Reaſon. 


And, by the way, that Belief of the Arti- 


cles of our Creed, which will be accept- 


able to Gop, is a rational Perſuaſion, 


[God hath made us rational Creatures, re- 
T quic'd us to make the beſt uſe of our Reaſon 
2 we can: he can demand of us nothing con- 
I tradictory to Reaſon: and thoſe who pre- 
tend, that Reaſon is uſeleſs in judging about 
3 Aicles cf Faith, and a Revelation from Goo, 
really diſgrace their Religion, and level ic 
wich the wildeſt Enthuſiaſm, and ſet the Bible 
and Alcoray on much the fame Foot, If 
therefore our Religion be reaſonable, it is 
our Buſineſs to repreſent it as ſuch ; to vindie 


cate it from the Imputation of its Oppoſers, 


| and be diligent to expoſe the Weaknels of the 
+ Objections againſt, and wipe off the Re- 


proaches Men caſt upon it. 
Oxz Thing more I wou'd obſerve, that 


| there can be no acceptable contending for the 


Faith, without a Converſation ſuitable to what 
we believe, and ſuffering our Faith to have 
its deſigned Influence on our Practice. Faith 

without 
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19. 


Jam ii. 7. without Works is dead. The adhering to the MF! 
moſt Orthodox Creed, even to Death, while 
our Practice is inconſiſtent with our Profe ſſion, 
can really be of very little Advantage to 
Chriſtianity we ſo zealouſly contend for, not 
acceptable to God, nor profitable to our 
ſelves. 2 1 
Ir any imagine an Orthodox Creed will a- 
tone for an Heretical Practice, juſt Notions 
of the Doctrines of Religion diſcharge us 
from the Obligation to regard its Laws, 
and Purity of Faith make amends for omit- 
ting the Duties of Morality ; they diſgrace | 
our Faith and the Author of it, are Enemies 
to our holy Religion, repreſent it as a 
Patronage for Wickedneſs, an Encourage- 
ment of Vice, and as opening a Flood- gate 


to Impiety. 


Tuis ſhou'd be conſidered by all, who 
name the Name of Chriſt: the doing ſo obli- 
geth them to depart from all Iniquity, or they'll ® 
never obtain the End of their Faith, the Sal- 


vation of their Souls. But then, Minifters ® 
of the Chriftian Church, may we conclude, 7 


have eſpecial Obligations on them to a ſtrict 2 
Care of their Conduct, ſhould be eminent 
for Sanctity of Manners, and Probity of Life. 
I may not deſcend to particulars, nor is it 
needful, However I crave leave only to | 
mention, 
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mention, what I know you are not unap- 
Ipnbed of, viz. That the irregular Life of 


a Miniſter is likely to do more Hurt, than 
all the other Methods he can take will do 
Good. This will in a great Meaſure de- 
feat the Arguments, and weaken the Re- 
& ſons, by which he recommends the Faith to 


others; his Inſtructions and Petfuaſives will 


be bafled by his Practice, and can have ve- 


ry little Influence on thoſe, who behold his 
Conduct inconſiſtent with his Profeſſion, and 
giving the Lie to all his Pretences. 

Tus holy Lives of Chriſtians are the moft 
effetual Recommendations of out Religion 
to other Mens Choices, a virtuous Behavi- 
our is moſt for the Honour and Support of 


that they may ſee your good Works, and glorify your 


= . Father which is in Heaven. 


III. Wrar I propos'd in the next place was; 
to make a few Remarks on ſome Abuſes of Ex- 
hortations of this Nature; on ſome Miſtakes 


Chriſtians have been; and ate guilty of, boch 


concerning that Faith and Religion they are to 
contend for, and the Method of Contending. 
Ir is to be fear'd; that among all Parties 
of Chriſtians may be found ſome miſtaken 
Notions about this Matter: that ſomething 
far, very far, from the Apoſtle's Thoughts, is 
D too 


Our Faith. Let Jour Light ſo ſhine before Men, Neth, 7. 
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too often recommended, and obſervd, under 
the Notion of an earneſt contending for the 
Faith and Religion of JESUS CURIST. Bad | 
Things are often ſanAified with a good Name. 
Pride, Envy, Malice, and the wildeſt Paſ- 
ſions of human Nature, are too frequently 
accounted a Zeal for Go», and Concern for 


his Inſtitutions. 


1. Tur Things Chriftians contend about 
are often ſuch, as will not bear them out, 
even in a Conteſt which for a juſt Cauſe | 
might have been laudable. A contending * 
for the Traditions of Men hath too often * 


been miſtook for a contending for the Faith, 


Things acknowledg'd of no divine Inſtitu- 
tion, acknowledg'd to be indifferent by the Im- 
poſers, have been impoſed upon Chriſtians ; ' 
and a Conteſt for ſuch Impoſitions recoms- | 
mended, and carried on with as much Zeal, 
as if they had been the very Vitals of Reli- 


gion. 


Tu have ſcarce ever been Wand- 1 


—_ 
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ing thoſe, that have had Confidence enough ® 
to impoſe their own Interpretations of Scrip- 


ture, as Articles of Faith; and there have 


never been wanting Men of Spirits tame and 
abject enough to reverence their Authority, 
and more zealouſly contend for the Dictates 
of their Teachers, and Deciſions of Men, 
without Examination, than for the ſundamen- 


tal 
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Kal Articles of Chriſtianity. Niceties, intri- 
ate Speculations, ſome Things uſeleſs, others 
Junintelligible, Doctrines far enough from be- 
Jing clearly reveal'd, Rites and Modes of Wor- 
af- | ſhip not ſo much as pretended to be enjoin d 
tly by the Word of Gop, © Some Things (as a 4p. 71! 
e great Man obſerveth) without, and others _ 4 
„ plainly againſt Scripture and Reaſon, and 211. 
the common Senſe of Mankind, have been 
* with great Confidence impos'd on the 
ufe „ World,” Such Things have been eſteem- 
ng ed neceſſary Parts of that Religion we are 
ten Yto contend for. The contending for ſuch 
Things has for moſt Ages been call'd a con- 
w- tending for Chriſtianity: the embracing 
F ſuch Principles, and obſerving ſuch Practi- 
ces, made the Terms of Caurch Communion ; 
the Peace of this World, and the Happineſs 
al, of the next denied, as far as angry Men 
cou'd deny them, to all whoſe Conſciences 
cou d not give them leave to do and be- 
lieve juſt as they did. | 
Ho ſuch Things are contended for in the 
Z preſent Age we know; how they have been, 
Z our Fathers have told us. Aſſuredly enough a 
Conteſt for ſuch Things hath been, and is ac- 
counted a neceſſary Appearance for the Cauſe 
of Gop, and Faith of Chriſtians. And what is 
3 moſt aſtoniſhing, theſe Conteſts have not on- 
ly defeated the Efficacy of infticutzd Religion, 
| D 2 deſtroy'd 
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then Perſecutions. 


Ir is to be lamented, that even among 
thoſe, who in Words own the Scriptures to 
be the only Rule of their Faith and Practice, 
and boaſt of a ſtrict Regatd to the Bible, are ti 
found ſome, Who have fo little Conſcience, *' 
as to deprive their Neighbours of the moſt | 
obvious Rights and «Liberties, and put Marks of | 
Diſgrace and Infamy upon them; will allow ? 
them no milder Name than Heretics or Sciſ- 
matics, nor Doom than Damnation ; for na 
no other reaſon, than refuſing to receive as 
Articles of Faith, or Parts of Religion, Things 
which the Scriptures do not clearly reveal, or 
not mention at all. And what is moſt | 
ſurpriſing, thoſe bold Uſurpers on the Autho- 
rity of CynisT, who ks new Laws for | 
his Subjects, and require a blind Obedience | 
to their Authority, and implicite Subjection 
to their Dictates and Interpretations as parts 


of Faith; demand Subſcriptions to humane 


Compoſures, and a Compliance with the In- 
ventions of Men in the Worſhip of Gov, as 
neceſſary Terms of Church Communion : * 
wipe their Mouths, and ſay, they have done no 


Evil; and gravely charge with the Guilt of 


ae © or Hereſy thoſe, who refuſe them an 
implicite 


i 


deſtroy d chat Obedience, that Virtue which 9 
is the End of it; but alſo done more Miſ- 
chief to the Chriſtian Church, than the Hea- | 
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ch Fmplicite Subjection; and make formal La- 
iſ- mentations over the Diviſions of Chriſtians, 
a- Mhoſe their Fathers have made, and they, to 
fill up the Meaſure of their Iniquity, are re- 

18 ſolvw'd to continue. 
to 3 Tr wou'd be the Happineſs of Proteſtants, 
©, were no other Doctrines made neceſſary Ar- 
re WMticles of Faith, nothing more made among 
e, them a Term of Church Communion, than 
| FCurisr hath made ſo; and no Aﬀent re- 
of Fquir'd to humane Compoſitions, as Parts of 
Faith. It is true, we are oblig'd to yield our 
Aſſent to whatever we apprehend is a Do- 
ZFarine contain'd in the ſacred Scriptures : but 
if we expect others to believe juſt as we do; 
ps if we condemn as Heretics all, who do not 
"Fr give in to our Interpretations, and the Senſe 
t FF we put upon the Scriptures; if we charge 
> them wich denying the Faith, tho' they ſo- 
3 lemnly profeſs the Scriptures the Rule of their 
Faith and « Manners, and govern themſelves 
by that Rule: I do not ſee how we can be 
Fexcusd from the Imputation of aſſuming to 
F ourſelves the Character of Maſters and Rab- 
bis, lording it over their Faith, and making a 
3s Scripture for them; and denying that Liber- 
|: ty to others, we ourſelves contend for. If 
% We cenſure Men as Corrupters of the Faith, 
f and exclude em from our Communion, be- 


n I cauſe, while they make the above mention d 
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Profeilian; and live lite Chriſtians , they q 
happen to differ from ſome commonly re- 
ceived Opinions, and interpret ſome Parts of 
ſacred Scripture inconſiſtently with ſome ſpe- Þ 
culative Points of Doctrine, which fallible Þ 
Men have determined to be fundamental Ar- 1 
ticles of Faith; I know not how we can free | 


ourſelves from the Charge of practicing what 


is contrary to our Principles, and what we al- 


ways condemn in our Neighbours. 


Tus great Principle which juſtified the firſt 
Reformers in their Separation from the Church 


p 


of Rome the Principle which juſtifieth our iti 


Seceflion from the Church of England, is, | 
That every Man hath a Right to examine 
the Grounds of his Religion, and Judge for | 
himſelf; that the Decrees of Councils, Ar- 


ticles of Synods, and Confeſſions of Aſſem- 
blies, are the Deciſions of fallible Men; not 


to be ſubmitted to without Examination, not 
to be received as Articles of Faith, unleſs made 
evident to our Underſtandings, from the ſa- 


cred Scriptures, to be ſuch. 


Bp. Bang. 


Serm. Na- 
ture of the 
Church, 


Ge. p. 25. 


We profeſs to call no Man Maſter upon f 
Earth, neither Auſtin, nor Pelagius ; nor 


Luther, nor Calvin; nor Laud, nor Baxter ; 
and to reſign up our Underſtanding to the 
Conduct of no Mortal: But to bade a Cloſe 
and immediate Regard to Chriſt himſelf. 
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Ir this be ſo, if it be every Man's Duty, 


Ind what every Man has a Right to, vis. 


o examine the Scriptures,and Judge for him- 


J:1f, according to the beſt Reaſon he is Ma- 
Miter of; to ery che Spirits, whether they be of Joha iv. 


od: we oughtto be very cautious of making 1. 


Jour own Interpretations Articles of Faith 
Wor our Neighbours ; and not be forward to ; 
Fequire, as Terms of Communion, an Aſſent 
Fo Articles, made fundamental only by the 
Determination of fallible Men. Others can 


ave no Right to impoſe their Interpreta- 


Frions on me, nor I any to impoſe mine on 


hem. | 
WHraTteveR is neceſſary to Salvation is con- 


tained in the Scriptures. Whatever is contai- 


ned there, as neceſſary to Salvation, maſt be 
plain to every impartial Enquirer, becauſe 
every Man is to found his Faith upon them. 


But ſurely there are Multitudes of Queſtions 


diſputed among the ſeveral Parties of Prote- 


I ants, which are not ſo eaſy to be determi- 
ned by many honeſt Enquirers, and therefore 
not neceſſary Articles of Faith, nor will ever 
be proved ſuch, till we can prove it neceſ- 


ſary for Mechanics and Farmers to read 
Schoolmen and Fathers, Yet how often are 
intricate Speculations contended for, as 
tho they Were religienis &- prora & pup- 
pis the whole, the chief Articles, the Sum 
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of our Faith; while plainer Truths, and 


true Virtue, the very Life of Religion, are te 


neglected ? by 
2. Orxza Miſtakes relate to the Manner b. 
of contending for the Faith. W 


Tuo' we have Truth on our Side, tho V 
we are ever ſo well aſſured of being in the 
right, tho' the Truths we contend for be in 
our Opinion, or really in themſelves, ever! 
ſo important; yet every Method of contend- 
ing is not that the Apoſtle recommendeth; 
and ſome Methods, two often uſed, are more! 
criminal and more inconfiſtent with Religi- 
on, than thoſe Miſtakes of others, which 
Men ſo earneſtly contend againſt. 

Too many who call themſelves Chriſti-! 
ans, inſtead of reſting unto Blood, have been 
wrought up to a Perſuaſion,” that they ought 
to purſue to Death all, who are ſo abe 
to be of a different Opinion; but the Scri- 
pture account of the Matter aſſures us, we 
are to adhere to our Faich; whatever we ſuf - 
fer for it; we are to hold it faſt, but not 
impoſe it on others; to recommend, to vindi- 
cate, and abide by it, but not compel Men 
to embrace it. St. Paul contended for tho 
Fewiſh Faith by perſecuting thoſe who op- 
poſed it: Chriſtianity taught him another 
Temper, he contended for the Chriſtian 
Faith, by Labour and Sufferings, by Perils | 
and Death. To | 
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_ To: contend for the Chriſtian Faith is not 
to perſecute others, but ſuffer perſecution 
ourſelves rather than abandon it. Not to 
brand with Infamy and Diſgrace, not to in- 
jure and abuſe, not to rail at and revile thoſe 
who believe not as we do; mot ro violate 
the Laws of Chriſtianity for the Maintenance 
of its Creed, or purſue with hatred thoſe 
who oppoſe us in our Speculations, and dare 
judge for themſelves, 

Is we have Reaſon and Scripturs on our 
Side, we may be contented, and ſeek no 
other Methods of defending our Faith, or 
overturning that of thoſe we contend with, 

Would to Goo all unchriſtian Methods, 
all Methods contrary to Meckne (5, Humi- 
lity, and Charity were baniſh'd from all who 
hit pretend to be Proteſtants - and left . as 
* worthy any Encouragement only in that 
ri. Church, which wanteth Reaſon and Sciipture 
we to ſupport her Faith: worthy only thoſe c£ 
our Adverſaries who find it more eaſy to 
revile than ed, to reſolve Queſtions by 
eAnathema's than Reaſonings ; that unchari- 
table Cenſures, and unchriſtiin Ctamouts, 
won't coſt ſo much Labour as folid Argu- 
ments ; and who are better 2cquainted with 
the Methods of Silencing, than of Convin- 
wn | fifg an Adverſary. 
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Tusk are are not the Methods of conr | 
tending for the Faith; no, not wich thoſe who 


are Enemies to the Chriſtian Name. Then 


ſurely to contend for the Faith, is not to 
exclude from the Chriſtian Church thoſe, | 
who own the Scripture for the Rule of their 
Faith, and govern their Manners by it, be- 


cauſe differing from me in points of Specu- 


lation, and not interpreting the Scripture juſt | 


as I do ; but on the contrary to this, to ſuf- 


fer ſuch a Treatment, rather than renounce | 
what I believe the Truth of Gor. "Tis not 
to cenſure, and anathematize thoſe, who are 
not of our Opinion; but to hold faſt the 
Truth againſt the Cenſures and Anathema's | 
of others, thoſe vain Terrors of Men. To | 


contend for the Faith, is not to diſſolve the 


Ties of Friendſhip, or Bonds of Civil or Na- 


tural Relations, becauſe others do not ſub- 
ſcribe to all Doctrines, which have been ge- 
nerally accounted the Standard of Orthodoxy ; 
but to hold faſt what, on a prudential 
Search, we are perſuaded are the Doctrines 


of the Goſpel, tho' the moſt intimate Friends N 


abandon us, the neareſt Relations deſpiſe us, 


and none allow us the equitable Treatment 


due to us as Men. 


Wr are not to hold faſt an Opinion be- h 


cauſe generally receiv'd, and long entertain'd, 
obſtinately refuſing to hear, what from Rea- 


ſon 
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n" ſon and Scripture may be urg'd againſt it ; 
10 but to adhere to the Faith, to what we ap- 
n prehend to be the Doctrine of the Scriptures, 
to whatever we ſuffer for it; and to recommend 
and vindicate it, not by any Methods of Vio- 
lence, not by hereticating Or anathematizing, 
not by hard Words, and uncharitable Cen- 
ſures ; but by Reaſon and Argument, by the 
Arts of Endearment, and Methods of Love ; 
leſt while we accuſe others of imaginary He- 
reſy, we involve ourſelves in the Guilt of a 
real Schiſm. We may not impoſe Doctrines on 
others; but hold the Freedom of Judging for 
ourſelves, and ſtand faſt in that Liberty where- Gal. v. 1- 
with Chriſt hath made ws free. 
B y avoiding the Miſtakes remark'd on, 
and contending for our Religion after the 
manner recommended, we ſhall, if I miſtake 
not, moſt conſult the Honour of our 
great Maſter Jesus CxrisT, the Credit and 
Intereſt of his Religion, and the Peace and 
Unity of the Chriſtian Church; Demonſtrate p.ſnting 
our Principles to be in Truth mo## friendly to Miniſters 
Mankind, and our Charity mot diſintereſted Addreſs. 
and moſt extenſive. | 
T xess Things, with ſome others, I have 
occaſionally mention'd, relating to each par- 
ticular part of our Conteſt for the Faith, I 
might largely inſiſt on, to enforce the Ex- 
8-24 hortation 
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hortation to contend earneſtly for the Faith 
But inſtead of this, 
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heed — — 


IV. ISuarzL only take notice of the Dan- 
ger of neglecting to comply with Exhorta- | 
tions of this Nature: S 

H o w honourable at preſent this Con- 
teſt is: | 
Ax d, how advantageous and happy the | 
reſult of ic will be hereafter. | 
I. As to the Danger mention'd : All Chri- 
ſtians are concern'd to hold faſt the Profeſſion 
of their Faich without wavering, to adhere | 
to the Profeſſion and Practice of the true 
Religion, or they forfeit the Bleſſings of | 
Heb. x. Chriſtianity. The Fuſt ſhall live by Faith : but | 
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39. if any an draw back, my Soul ſt ill ave no 
Jude d. Pleaſure in him. If thoſe of old, who deſpiſed 
6. Moſes's Law, were deſtroy'd: If the Angels who 


Rept not their £ rſt State, are reſerved i in everlaſting 
Heb. Li. 3. Chains to the Judgment of the great Day: How 
Pall ve eſcape, if we neglett ſo great Salvation? 
NMINISTERS of the Chriſtian Church are 
concern'd to be earneſt in contending for the 
Faith, as they would avoid the Guilt of un- 
faichful Stewards in the Family of Gor. I 
beg leave therefore to remind you, as well as 
myſelf, that as Stewards we are accountable 
Luke ziz, to ou r Great Lord and Maſter Jesvs CuRIsT; 
36, 21 the neglect of our Charge will he cenſure 
; 9 and 
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and puniſh. He who hideth his Maſter's Ta- 
lent in a Napkin, who neglects to improve 
the Truſt committed to him, cannot eſcape 
the Doom of the wicked and ſloathful Ser- 
vant. The imperious, diſſolute Steward is 
threatned with the ſurpriſing Appearance of 
his Lord, who will appoint him his Portion with 
Unbelievers. If the Stewards in CuristT's 
Family ſet up for Rulers, exerciſing Domi- 
nion over their Fellow Servants, they ex- 
poſe themſelves to the Reſentments of our 
common Maſter. If the under Shepherds 
lead the Sheep of Cukxisr to unwholeſome 
Paſture, they muſt anſwer to the great Shep- 
herd, whoſe tender Affection for his Sheep 
will incline him to take a ſevere Vengeance 
on the Cauſers of their Ruin. 

Ir we blindly lead others into the Ditch, 
we ſhall periſh with them. If we negle& to 


warn Men of. their Danger, will not their 


Blood lie at our Door? If thro' our Default 
Men fall into dangerous Errors, and fatal 
Miſtakes, are we not Partakers of their Sins? 
and ſhall we eſcape ſharing in their Puniſh- 


more certain and terrible Fate, than thoſe, 
who being more profeſſedly devoted to be 
the Inſtruments of promoting the Glory of 
Gop , and Salvation of Souls; yet by an in- 
Kent Concud uſurping upon, and tyran- 

nizing 


Matth. 
xv. 19. 


Luke xii. 
46. 


Ezek. 
xXXXIiIl. 6. 


ment? None can expoſe themſelves to a 
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hortation to contend earneſtly for the Faith. 
But inſtead of. this, 


IV. I Suarl only take notice of the Dan- 
ger of neglecting to comply with Exhorta- | 
tions of this Nature: 
How honourable at preſent this Con- 
teſt is: 
Ax, how advantageous and happy the 


2 


reſult of it will be hereafter. 


1. As to the Danger mention'd : All Chri- 
ſtians are concern d to hold faſt the Profeſſion 
of their Faith without wavering, to adhere | 


to the Profeſſion and Practice of the true 


Religion, or they . forfeit the Bleſlings of 
Chriſtianicy, The Tuſt ſhall live by Faith : but | 


if any Men draw back, my Seul ſtall have no 
Pleaſure in him. If choſe of old, who deſpiſcd 
Moſes's Law, were deſtroy'd: If the Angels who 
kept not their £ rſt State, are reſerved in everlaſting 


eb. 1. 3. Chains to the Julgment of the great Day: How 


£ * 


Lu! Ke 312. 
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Hall we eſcape, if we neg leci fo great Salvation? 


MimxrisTERs of the Chriſtian Church are 
concern'd to be earneſt in contending for the 


Faich, as they would avoid the Guilt of un- 


faichful Stewards in the Family of Gon. I 
beg leave therefure to remind you, as well as | 
my {clf, that as Stewards we are accountable | 


to our Great Lord and Maſter Jesvs CuRIST; 
the neglect of our Charge will he cenſure 


and 


RU 


— 


preached at EX ON. 


— 


* 
1 
— 


37 


and puniſh. He who hideth his Maſter's Ta- 
lent in a Napkin, who neglects to improve 
the Truſt committed to him, cannot eſcape 
the Doom of the wicked and ſloathful Ser- 
vant. The imperious, diſſolute Steward is 
threatned with the ſurpriſing Appearance of 
his Lord, who will appoint bim his Portion with 
Unbelievers. If the Stewards in CurisrT's 
Family ſet up for Rulers, exerciſing Domi- 
nion over their Fellow Servants, they ex- 
poſe themſelves to the Reſentments of our 
common Maſter. If the under Shepherds 
lead the Sheep of Cuxisr to unwholeſome 
Paſture, they muſt anſwer to the great Shep- 
herd, whoſe tender Affection for his Sheep 
will incline him to take a ſevere Vengeance 
on the Cauſers of their Ruin. 

Ir we blindly lead others into the Dicch, 
we ſhall periſh with them. If we negle& to 
warn Men of. their Danger, will not their 
Blood lie at our Door? If thro' our Default 
Men fall into dangerous Errors, and fatal 
Miſtakes, are we not Partakers of their Sins? 
and ſhall we eſcape ſharing in their Puniſh- 
ment? None can expoſe themſelves to a 
more certain and terrible Fate, than thoſe, 
who being more profeſſedly devoted to be 
the Inſtruments of promoting the Glory of 
Gop , and Salvation of Souls; yet by an in- 
Kent Concud uſurping upon, and tyran- 

nizing 


Matth. 
XV. 19. 


Luke xii. 
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Ezek. 
xxxiil. 6. 


ASERMON 


nizing over the Conſciences of others; by 


neglecting to recommend the true, and by 
Preaching another Goſpel, or by a diſſolute 


Behaviour, countenance Infidelity, and give 


Incouragement to Vice. 


2. Bur what Imployment can be more | 
honourable, than this Contending for the | 


Faith? than a regular Contending for the 


Chriſtian Religion? We hereby watch for 


the Souls of Men, and become Inſtruments 
and Means of their eternal Happineſs, The 


Eſtimate of humane Actions is to be taken 
from the End they drive at. The Actions of 


thoſe who contend for the Chriſtian Faith, 
have not the low Concernments of this 


World for their End, not the ſhort-lived | 


Pleaſures of Senſe, the periſhing Riches of 
Time, the Honours and Dignities of a World, 
the Faſhion of which ſuddenly paſſeth away; 
but the true Intereſts, and ſolid Happineſs of 
Mankind, the Good of Civil Society, and 
Peace of the World at preſent, and what is 


infinitely more, the conſummate Bliſs of 


their Fellow Creatures in the other Life, the 
turning Sinners from the Error of their Ways, 


the preventing their eternal Ruin, and bring- 


ing them to obtain all that eternal Life 
means. 


By 
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By this Conteſt for the Faith we pro- 
ote the chief End of Man, viz. his ren» 


fring the Supreme Being that Worſhip 


hich is his due, and his own compleat 


Happineſs in the full enjoyment of Gov. 


Tus promoting this End is the Employ- 


to the Heirs of Salvation. The Son of Gopd * 


came down from Heaven to lay the Founda- 
tion of this great Work; Gow, by his Spi- 
Irit, continueth to carry it on; and nothing 


can be more honourable than an Employ- 


ment, whereby we imitate ſuch Examples, 


and are Benefactors to Mankind in Mat- 
ters moſt nearly concerning them. And, 
3. Ar the ſame Time we conſult our own 
chief Happineſs, the Salvation of our own, 
as well as the Souls of others. Happy is the 
Reſult of a diligent regular contending for 


the Faith. The Reward of the Conſcienti- 


ous diſcharge of the Duties of our Stations, 
and acting our Parts well is exceeding great. 


Thoſe who be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the Bright- Dan-xii.4; 


neſs of the Firmament, and thoſe who turn 
many to Righteouſneſs as the Stars for ever 


and ever. Let us therefore be ftedfaſt and 1 Cor. xv. 


immoveable, always abounding in the Work of * 

the Lord; for as much as we know, that our 

Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. Who 
then 


ent of Angels, who are miniſtring Spirits Heb. 


28 
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Matthew, then is that faithful and wiſe Steward, when < 


* 45, 


 gou, that he ſhall make him Ruler over all hit} 


2 Pet. 1. 
11, 


2Tim. iv. 


7,8. 


'Vexations, be undermined by no envy, di- 


his Lord hath made Ruler over his Houſcs| 
Bold to give them «Meat in due Seaſon : In- 
ſtructions ſuitable to their Exigencies. Bleſſed 
is that Servant whom bis Lord, when hel 


cometh, ſhall find ſo doing: Verilj I ſay bard 


Goods: plentifully reward his Fidelity. A 
Entrance ſhall, as the Apoſtle Peter ſays, 
be miniſtred to ſuch abundantly into the Ever- Et 
laſting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſu 


Chriſt: and there a Crown of Righteouſneſ, 


ſhall be the Recompence of their fighting] 
the good Fight, and keeping the Faith, All P 
which is deſigned to repreſent a Felicity 
too big for Words to expreſs ; and to which 
the loſticſt Thoughts, and brighteſt Idea's ft 
of the moſt refined Underſtandings on 
Earth are not equal. Our preſent Labour 
ſhall be ſucceeded with uninterrupted Reſt, 
and Joys chequered with no Sorrows. That 
State, which ſhall reward the Zeal and Di- 
ligence of Miniſters, yea of Chriſtians in 
general, who hold faſt the Profeſſion of 
their Faith, and abide in Cn R 1ST 
Words, ſhall be ſubject to no Moleſta- 
tion, no outward Calamities, no inward 


In Heaven are no 
Tears 


ſturbed by no Pride. 
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ears nor Sorrows, nor angry Diſputes, nor 
In Huncharitable Cenſures, to pall the Pleaſure 


of Converſation among its bleſt Sociery. No 
Difference of Opinions can there produce 
„Allienation of Affections, break the Unity of 
„ Ithe Triumphant Church, or interrupt the 
peace of thoſe happy Abodes ; where Faith 
Iſhall end in Viſion, or be ſwallowed up in 
Jer Enjoyment ; but Charity never fail. 


To conclude, Let us all earneſtly contend 
for the Faith, adhere to the Profeſſion, and 
Practice of Religion and Virtue. All Chri- 
ſtians are concerned to hold faſt that which 
is good, to protnote pure and undefiled Chri- 
I ſtianity ; to add to their Faith Virtue, Knowledge, 
&c.If we do ſo, we may joy fully expect the 


T Arreſt of Death, the Summons to Judgment, 
accompanied with the Noiſe of a diſſolving 
World, the War of Elements, the Convul- 
ſions of Nature, the Ruins of the inferiour 
Creation need not amaze and terrify us. We 
JF ſhall come forth to the Reſurrection of eter- 
nal Life, make a Part of that joyful Tri- 
umphant Train, which ſhall grace the Pomp 
and adorn the Solemnities of that awful Day, 
when the Son of Man ſhall appear with his 
Father's Glory, and his holy Angels, to judge 


F the 


coming of our great Lord and Maſter. The 


2 Pet. i. 4, 
6, 6. 
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10 the Quick and Dead. And then we ſhall tre- 
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ceive that tranſporting ſentence : Come ye 
bleſſed of my Father , inherit the Kingdom pre- 
pared for you, from the Foundation, of the World., 
. Which that we all may, 


God grant of bis Infinite Mercy thro 
3 Feſus Cbriſt. Amen. 
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